The

Producers

On and off the Great White Way with an Asbury Couple

By Samven Frolas
ity editor

On ‘Wednesday, July I7, H05 "Once Arocund the
wn” opens at the Zipper Theairs, 324 37th Sres
berwseen Bih and Sth Assnuss in Manhattan.

Anoihes opening, another show in the Big Agple. .o
what's the big deal?

Thiz bikg ch=al for thee briCieees is that v af the produc
ers of the musical now call none ather than Asbury Park
e

Gary and Charles Mafled were part of the creative and
tuliural wave of gay pesons who washed upan our
shares jar Shore) some Bve or sl yearn aga. And ke
mary athers they did that atter reading our arestime
Rainbore Room columnist Michael Liberatone’s now
famiaus anicle pubiishesd in Mew ok which exaled the
wrtues of our bedoed oty 10 his Bretheen.

"W weene Iing In Forest Hils at the tmes,” Gary tells
riCity, “Ard | remembesr reading the ankle ana Sunday
ard mwying to Chadie “Let's take a drive down.” |Gany
ared Chewlis wers uniited in 3 commiimsnt Cereminy
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Charlie and Gary Maffei in front of the Zipper Theatre in Manhattan.

someE 15 years ago. At that time, Oharle took Gany's bat
rame. The v ars cunrerily one af the couples who
hawe applisd for a mariage loense in Asbuny Faric)

Of cawrse, the du tell in love with Adbury. Gang came
o especially appreciate the fact that in this smaller com-
minity, you could actualy talk waeh your city cauncl rep-
reeritatves, an unliksy oocumence N MNews York by
Onariie was smitten with the camaradene of the wocial
scene. Addiionally, be fel the nesd oo lemes a past 9901 1
h=a ok,

The b quickly Bought their Arst house - “A starter
hame™ Gany calls it and just as quickly bought & sscond,
brger place and gave up ther Forest Hills residence albo-
‘gether. (They retain a pled-a-terre in the: oy far work pur
poses.|

In bepween all that moving araund, the oW also
managed 1o find tme o becomes Broadway producens.
Thiey wemre assockats producers far the well recesed
musicals "Nesscal™ [CA fal, hunny and irewsrent bopic
midsical revue that pestully serves up i skesssred
lamous and foolah.” - The Mew York Times| and
Hraookhyn - Thes Muskal™ Cimagine Haie ar ‘Godspesl’,
thircre im a Feslpireg alf Moot and Rlier the whole thing

through the pyrotschnics of Amenican kol " The Times
agein], baoth ol which are currsntly on tour.

And now, they ans the coproducers of the nevw mask
al, "Once Upon the Sun.” And ifs a hards on job far
hess s,

Charlie, whao indtialky sitts through 2l the material they
recene and recammends properties 1o Gary for produc-
ton, says the musc of "Once Around the Sun” reached
aut B3 hime WS phenomenall” he sy

Here's tne 411 am the stary from a Mathed Froductians
press release An irsitatian from a beautiful srarger
offers a siruggling MY musiclan the opporuney o
exaps his disappoirtments and ke a leap of fath nio
his dream = but at the sk of betraging lamiy, riends and
true love. educed by his desire 1o Snaly b= heard, be
makes 2ame unespecied chakces and utimmely decouvers
ihe fight to giory i nothing bke he coud have ever
magiresd.” Letin MG, and LA, "Onos Argund the Sun’
B A musical about Music.

“Feaburing an onginal score by Roben and Steven
Morms and Jo= dhane and & Dook by el Owerbesy, the
musical will nun thirough Sept. 18 2005, lace Alexarder

Continued on page 30



The Producers continued from page 20

will direct & cast that features Taboo's
Asa Somers |who also played the title
role in Hedwig and the Angry inchi,
Aida's Maya Days, Uttle Women's John
Hickok, Renls Jesse Lenal. Brooklyn's
Caren Lyn Manuel and West Side Stony's
Kevin Mambo,”

Gary concumed with Charlie's opin-
ion of the piece and they then decided
o get irvalved with the staging of the
work., Which entails everythirg from
financing and marketing, 19 casting and
set design.

In this case, the twio have a unigue
space 1o work with - and are cleary
enjoying the sense of creativity that it is
irspiring.

Cn oA wvisit o the Zipper Theatre,
triCity saw first hand the decisions Gary
ard Charlie are helping o make and
facilitate that will ensure that attending
"Once Around the Sun” is a really groowy
might out on the town.

Stage lighting nsng up from the
Mear had been installed just that day, as
well as a bank of computers in the lobby
amd bar area that patrans can use 1o sur
the intermet before and after the per-
formance - or e-smail their friends about
the shiowy, as Charlie pomnted out.

The front row for this show is made
up entirely of seats taken rom autamo-
biles - and you can even bring your
drirks with you into the perfarmance.
Speng “Oince Around the Sun® promises
1o be @ pretty unique experience,

And its an experience that may
someday be replicated here n Asbury.

Charlie pointed out that many
shows, unlike this prodisction but ke
their previous ones, typecally have out of
oA ry outs in places like Philagelphia

of cities in Conmectioul. 30 why nat
HAsbury?

‘it would be a great work place
stop,” he says, adding that he's talked 1o
the director of Asbury’s Black Box and
discussed the possibility of working
together in the future.

Mowy that's a production we'd like to
SEE,

In the meantime, cabching "Once
Upon the Sun® sounds like a good bet
for & welity road rp. The Zipper Theatre
is only a few blocks north and o the
weesl af Pernn Station, S0 005 easily acces
sibbe wia MU Transit. Here's how to get
tickets: The "Once Around the Sun®
[whawnwv oncearoundthesun.com|  per-
formanse schedule i Monday,
Wednesday, Thursday and Friday
evenings at B p.m., Saturdays a1 5 and 9
p.m. and Sundays at 3 and 7 p.m. Tickets
are available by calling Telechange.cam
(212] 2359-6200.

Send ws an e-mail from the lobby
wehille you'ne there. [nesawsEriMews.oom)

Seeing
"Once Around the
Sun” promises to be
a pretty unique
experience.

-
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